
School Report Card



Some explanation

The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education issues 
“report cards” every year that measure schools’ success in various metrics.  

I have provided some of the key metrics the state uses.  The full report card is 
available at this link.

The graphs for attendance, graduation rate, dropout rate, and suspensions 
compare DHS to the entire Douglas Public School District and all public schools in 
Massachusetts.  The data is for the past three school years.

Students with Disabilities refers to just the students who have an IEP.

Economically Disadvantaged is defined as being eligible for free or reduced lunch.

https://reportcards.doe.mass.edu/2020/00770505


Attendance, all students



Attendance, Students With Disabilities



Attendance, Econ Disadvantaged



Chronic Absenteeism (18 days+) All students



Chronic Absenteeism (18 days+) SWD



Suspensions (% of students suspended)

2020

For comparison, our 2019 data:
In-School Susp: .5%
out -of-school: 5.4%



Suspensions (% of students suspended) SWD

2020

2019:
In-School Susp: 2.7%
out -of-school: 12.3%



Graduation Rate, All Students



Graduation Rate, SWD



Graduation Rate, Econ Disadvantaged



Drop-out rate (% of students)

All Students

Students 
with 
Disabilities



Opportunities

The report card provides ratings in areas of opportunity for students.  

Access to the Arts is the percentage of students taking an art, music, or drama 
class.  Arts courses are a measure of the commitment of a district to a full 
spectrum of opportunities.  Fine arts are also a requirement to attend 
Massachusetts four year colleges.  DHS added an arts graduation requirement for 
the class of 2022 and beyond.

Advanced Coursework Completion is the percentage of grade 11 and 12 students 
enrolled in an Advanced Placement or Dual Enrollment course.  DHS offers 14 
different AP Courses, with an additional course being added next year



Opportunities: Art and AP Courses

2019: 51%
2018: 47.4%

2019: 18.1%
2018: 22.2%



Opportunities

Grade 9 Course Passing is an important measure because students who fail 
courses in grade 9 are far more likely to not graduate high school.

MASSCORE  Completion measures the percentage of students who graduate with 
the required courses to be admitted at the UMASS colleges.  DHS has trailed far 
behind the state average in MASSCORE completion because foreign language 
and fine arts were not graduation requirements.  They have been added over the 
past few years so that almost all members of the class of 2022 should meet 
MassCore requirements (students with a language-processing learning disability 
can be exempt from the foreign language requirement).



Opportunities: MASSCORE, Grade 9 pass rate

2019: 32.7%
2018: 34.55
2017: 40.6%
2016: 20.5%

2019: 89.7%
2018: 93.3%



MCAS Data

The Department of Education does not compare pre-2019 MCAS data to 
post-2019 data because of the changes made to the MCAS tests (the “next 
generation” tests as they call them).

The Science MCAS was not administered last year due to COVID do there is not 
data.

The bar graphs compare our scores to the district and the entire state.  The 
“district” score includes students at DHS and students who are Douglas residents 
but are in an out-of-district placement, usually for special education. 

I have included the ELA and math results for all students and for students with 
disabilities (on an IEP). 



ELA MCAS, All Students



ELA MCAS, Students With Disabilities



Math MCAS



Math MCAS, Students With Disabilities


